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Our school governors and staff aim to provide a caring and 

supportive environment where every child matters. All pupils are valued 

equally and are given the opportunity to achieve the very best they can. 

Sometimes children need additional support for some or all of their time at 

school. 

This booklet is to inform you of the types of support available for your child at 

Georgeham. It will help you to understand who can help if your child needs 

additional support, and how this support can be accessed. 

All pupils at Georgeham receive quality first teaching. This means that a 

range of teaching styles and approaches are used and that appropriate 

learning objectives are set for all children with a curriculum matched to their 

needs. Children have access to different types of support in lessons and often 

work in small groups or one to one with a Teacher or Teaching Assistant. 

How do we identify Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND)? 

Our teachers routinely check and assess that all children are making the 

required progress. If we think your child may not be making the same 

progress as other pupils, or are falling behind the level that is expected for 

their age, they may be considered to have a Special Educational Need. Our 

SEND Coordinator (SENDCo), Lucy Rinvolucri, will support you and your child’s 

class teacher, working alongside to find out what is causing a difficulty.  

Further support may be put in place. 

If you think your child has a Special Educational Need you should discuss this 

with your child’s class teacher. We can then assess what may be causing a 

difficulty. 

We will share our findings with you and our SENCo will help to propose actions 

and provide support for you and your child. 

When a child has identified SEND before they start at Georgeham, we work 

with the people who already know about them and use the information 

already available to identify how we can meet their SEND. 



How do we meet the needs of our children with SEND? 

All staff adapt to a range of needs including Dyslexia, Autism, Speech 

Language and Communication needs and behavioural, social and 

emotional difficulties as well as physical and medical difficulties. 

This may involve: 

 The type and length of instructions we give. 

 Extra help from a teaching assistant in class. 

 Support to manage own behaviour. 

 Small group or individual support out of class (intervention) 

 Emotional or pastoral support from ‘THRIVE’ trained staff. 

 Specialised resources or work stations; ICT access, visual prompts. 

Together, we record targets for your child using an Individual Education Plan 

(IEP) which will specify in detail what we hope to achieve to address their 

needs, and who could help. 

At every stage of the process, the pupil’s voice is at the centre of decision 

making and provision. Your child will be listened to and supported, and their 

views will be taken into account along with those of the family, teachers and 

professionals. 

How do we involve pupils and their parents/carers? 

You and your child are involved with writing up the IEP, but for more complex 

needs Devon County Council has initiated the Early Help System to help the 

process of allocating support using a multi-agency approach.  A Right For 

Children database collates information about their needs and the support 

services or agencies that are involved.    

The multi-agency approach provides the opportunity to consult with a wider 

range of support services and health professionals on what parents feel is 

important to them to support their child.  We meet in a Team Around the 

Family meeting, referred to as a ‘TAF’.    

 What is the Local Offer?  

Local Authorities and schools are required to publish and keep under review 

information about services they expect to be available for the children and 

young people with Special Educational Needs aged 0-25. This is called the 

’Local Offer.’ The Local Offer is a resource that provides parents with 

information about a range of services and provision in the local area. Please 



visit the Devon County Council Local offer website for more information, 

available at www.devon.gov.uk/send  

Categories of Special Educational Needs  

Children’s difficulties may fall into one (or more) of four broad areas: 

 Cognition and learning needs 

- Some or all of the work in school 

- Making progress in reading, writing or maths 

- Understanding information 

- Concentration and Attention 

- Dyslexia 

 Emotional and social development needs 

- Organising themselves 

- Managing their behaviour 

- Making friends or relating to adults 

 Communication and interaction needs  

- Expressing themselves 

- Understanding others 

 Sensory, physical or medical needs 

This might involve the support of one or more of the different professionals 

with whom we work closely: 

 Educational Psychologist 

 Speech and Language Therapists 

 Dyslexia specialists 

 School Nurse – to advise on any medical needs and provision, and to 

help when a care plan is needed. 

 Primary Mental Health Workers 

 Specialist Teachers for hearing impaired, visually impaired, physical or 

medical difficulties,  

 Autism specialists 

 Devon’s Inclusion Officer for behaviour support, 

  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/send


What if my child has more complex or severe needs? 

If your child’s needs are complex or severe we may suggest that your child 

undergoes an Education, Health Care (EHC) Assessment, leading to an EHC 

Plan.  These used to be called a ‘Statement’  

Using the EHC Plan, we may be able to access funding to provide extra 

resources to help with their learning, for example, staff time, special 

equipment or attendance at a specialist base. 

An EHC Plan is reviewed annually and would include parent, Teacher, 

SENDCo and pupil. 

How is my child’s progress assessed and reviewed? 

Teachers continually check children’s understanding during lessons to make 

sure that they learn and make progress. Teachers check that their 

judgements are correct by working with teachers at our school and also 

those in the Learning Community.  Senior Leadership staff check this data 

and discuss strategies to make sure that each child is makes good progress. 

For children with SEN, teachers review personal targets termly and discuss 

these with parents. 

Who is responsible for providing for my child’s needs? 

Our staff are highly experienced and are trained to meet most children’s 

needs.  Our aim is to support every child to work at their full potential and 

become a confident learner. 

Our SENDCo will oversee provision for any children with SEND and will liaise 

with class teachers, Teaching Assistants and outside professionals to make 

sure that your child’s needs are being met. 

Your child’s teacher will set appropriate targets and discuss these with you 

termly, if not more regularly. 

Your child’s Teaching Assistant will work closely with the class teacher to 

implement targets and support their work, sometimes working as part of a 

small group or individually outside the class. 

Our School Governor who is responsible for SEND is Judith Larrington. 

  



Some tips from parents… 

Don’t be afraid to ask school for help and give your views. Search the 

internet and educate yourself.  

Don’t be scared to speak to someone. 

Be patient at all times. It takes a while but changes come fast. Read and 

write with your child as much as you can. 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

Write everything down on paper before starting school so you don’t have to 

keep explaining over and over again. 


